64            FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

be, since he was bidden to make bricks without straw, and
to maintain order among a hostile people with a mutinous
army.

It was in order to get money for the payment of the
army that recourse was had to the expedient with which
Falkland's name is specially associated in Irish history. The
Government resolved to make concessions on the two burn-
ing questions of the hour, that of the land and of religion.
These concessions were embodied in instruments known as
the Graces. By one, a new oath of allegiance, acceptable to
the Catholics, was substituted for the obnoxious oath of
supremacy. By another, a sixty years' possessory title was
to be recognised as a bar to all claims to land on the part of
the Crown. The plantations in Ulster and Wexford had
filled every landowner and indeed every peasant in Ireland
with alarm for the safety of his land; the recognition, there-
fore, of a comparatively short title was to all classes, but
especially to the higher, a boon unspeakable. But for the
Graces Falkland got little credit either in Ireland or in
England. In Ireland they were regarded, not unjustly, as
concessions wrung from the necessities of Government; in
England they were not regarded at all. The Deputy be-
came involved in an unfortunate quarrel with his Chancellor,
Lord Loftus of Ely, and with other members of the Irish
Council; a blow aimed at the Byrnes of Wicklow, and in-
tended to prepare the way for a plantation in that fair
county, hopelessly miscarried; the authority of the
Deputy was virtually set aside, and in 1629 he was recalled.1
The government of Ireland passed, to the infinite material
advantage of the dependency, into the strong hands of Went-

1A sequel to the disputes between Falkland and the Irish gentry is to be
found in a case which came before the Star Chamber in 1631. Falkland
there accused Lord Mountnorris, Sir Arthur Savage and others of having
"joined and combined together " to lay a " grievous scandall upon the Lord
Viscount Falkland and his Government and to impoyson his credit andsaw ". If the elder Falkland saw what he says it must have been in prophetic
